donor’s mother; (2) to honor the centennial of Alice Eastwood; and (3) to show 
an appreciation for what the Academy and the Botany Department in particular 
are doing. ; 


Thank you, Unknown! Thank you, sincerely! 


NationaL ScrENcE FounDATION GRANT 
Dr. Epwarp $. Ross, Curator of the Academy’s Department of Entomology, is 
the recipient of a National Science Foundation grant of $18,000 for the support 
of further research in the study of Embioptera, the enigmatic spinners of silk 
galleries. 

This extension of Dr. Ross’ research program was vitally necessary due to the 
scope and the wealth of the material on web-spinners gathered during the 1957- 
1958 Calitornia Academy of Sciences-National Geographic Society safari through 
Equatorial Africa. Finances allowing, Dr. Ross anticipates a future six-month 
collecting expedition through the remotenesses of India, Burma, Thailand, 
Cambodia and Malaya, where heretofore no one has conducted a search for 
Embioptera. 

Aucust PLANETARIUM PROGRAM 
PRESENT AND FUTURE ROCKETS Of all shapes and sizes blaze across the Morrison 
Planetarium sky in the current presentation entitled “Men, Moons and Rockets.” 
The problems of space environment are examined by planetarium astronomers 
and the armchair astronaut gets a vivid glimpse of alien worlds as they may one 
day be viewed by the seeker in space. 

This program may be seen through September 13. 


Eric WALTHER 
Writ THE DEATH ON JuLy 2 of Eric Walther, age 66, the world lost a great horti- 
cultural botanist and the Academy, a valued co-worker and friend. Mr. Walther 
was the man most directly responsible for the fame of the Strybing Arboretum 
and Botanical Garden in Golden Gate Park. As an horticulturist, he was recog- 
nized and praised throughout the world. 

Mr. Walther was not only a life member of the Academy, but a highly re- 
spected research associate in the Department of Botany. Among other honors, 
he received, in 1956, one of the nation’s top horticultural awards, the Thomas 
Roland Medal given by the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. His loss, to us 
all, is irremediable. 

New MeEmpeErs 
New Members who joined the Academy last month are: 


Mr. Watson Smith 
Dr. Sheldon C. Woodward 


Miss Carol Solodyna 
Mr. Howard G. Tucker 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 


Dr. Donald H. Abbott 
Dr. Arthur H. Bazell 


Mr. John W. Bissinger Family MEMBERSHIP STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 


Mr. Keith R. Conning Miss Laureen Benepe Jon Anderholm 
Miss Mary Graybeal Dr. Clarence Crane, Jr. Bob Freeman 
Mr. David M. Gullikson Dr. and Mrs. I. G. Kasle Nancy Lenn 
Mr. Lawrence Halprin Mr. John McKinnon Robert Noonan 


Mr. Glenn Kimerer Mr. David Mitchell Dan Schlichtmann 
Dr. Herbert Lack Miss Trudy Noller James D. Weese 
Miss Margaret McGuire Mr. Gary Palmer O'Neal Wiltz 

Mr. Frank J. Novak Mr. Kenneth G. Robertson Robert Young 
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August Announcement 


Tue regutar Aucust MerEtTING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held at 8:15 p. a., Wednesday, August 12, in the May Treat Morrison Audito- 
rium. The evening will be devoted to the showing of two color-sound 16mm 
films photographed in the Northern Cascades of the state of Washington, the 
first of which is entitled: 


WILDERNEss ALPS OF STEHEKIN 

Produced under the sponsorship of the Sierra Club, this beautiful and sensi- 
tively photographed film devotes itself to the wilderness and people and the 
magnificent peaks, glaciers, forests and wildlife of the Cascades which lie north 
of Stevens Pass. 

Two boys and their father, having glimpsed some of the nation’s greatest 
park lands—Olympic, Rainier, Yosemite, Grand Canyon, Dinosaur, Monument 
Valley—explore with friends the little-known mountain world at the head of 
Lake Chelan, “the American Alps,” and discover some of the finest and most 
awe-inspiring beauty in the whole of the United States. 

Stehekin (Sta-HE-kin—to the Indians “the Way Through”) is a town, a 
river, a valley and a way of life in America’s deepest canyon. This film, which 
has been referred to as a classic of its sort and one of the finest of its kind, was 
photographed by David Brower, Nathan Clark, John Handley, and Charles 
Hessey, Jr., with music composed by Clair Leonard. 

The second film on this especial program of color and sound is entitled: 


WINTER IN THE NorrH CASCADES 
The work of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hessey, Jr., this further examination of 
these “American Alps” takes place during the winter. On skis and snowshoes, 
the Hesseys take the viewer through the great white and icy wonderland of one 
of the most breathtaking, scenic wonders in the forty-nine states, a sure antidote 
for the summer doldrums. 
The two films will last approximately one hour. 


Down Mexico Way 
A SIX-WEEKS COLLECTING TOUR in Mexico is currently under way for the Acad- 
emy’s Department of Birds and Mammals, made possible through a grant from 
the National Science Foundation and a subsidiary grant from the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science. 

Participating in the expedition are J. Dan Webster, research associate in the 
Department, and Ray Bandar, formerly a supervisor in the Student Section at 
the Academy. This trek will take the two peripatetic gentlemen down the Sierra 
Madre, oriental, as far south as Vera Cruz, and back up the Sierra Madre, occi- 
dental. The expedition will return to the Academy on approximately Sep- 
tember 1. 
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MapaMeE VICE-PRESIDENT 
AFTER SERVING FOUR YEARS as Secretary-Treasurer of the American Society of 
Ichthyologists and Herpetologists, Western Division, Mrs. Lillian Dempster, 
Assistant Curator of the Department of Ichthyology, was honored further by 
being elected vice-president of that society at its June meeting which was held in 
San Diego. 
AN Eventnc Wito Nature 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY, representing the best color work of international photog- 
raphers, will be the subject of a special show to be presented Wednesday evening, 
August 26, at 8:00 p.m. in May Treat Morrison Auditorium. This exhibition, 
an annual event of the Merced Camera Club, will last approximately one hour 
and is sponsored locally by the Photochrome Club of San Francisco. 

Included will be color slides of birds, insects, mammals, flowers, fungi and 
lichen, as well as scenes of nature in general. Commentary with musical back- 
ground will accompany this showing to which all members of the Academy and 
their friends are cordially invited. 


VALUABLE COLLECTION TO STEINHART 
THrovucH THE GENEROsITy of the late Allen Brennan Davies of Beverly Hills, 
California, the Steinhart Aquarium has been the recipient of one of the largest 
collections of exotic tropical fish in the United States. 

Mr. Davies’ interest in the rare and the unusual has added such unique speci- 
mens as the only albino lungfish in captivity and the largest-known specimen of 
African bichir to Steinhart’s finny family, not to mention a rare blood python 
and four Central American boas who now have their names included in the 
roster of reptiles. 

Rr-ELEcTION FoR Dr. MILLER 
At THE 40TH ANNUAL MEETING of the Pacific Division, American Association for 
the Advancement of Science which was held in San Diego in late June, Academy 


Director Robert C. Miller was re-elected to the post of Secretary-Treasurer. 
Dr. Miller has held that same position with the AAAS since July 1, 1944. 


New Curator 
Meart F, Carson, formerly Curator of Natural History at the Fort Worth Chil- 
dren’s Museum in Fort Worth, Texas, has been named as Curator of the Depart- 
ment of Exhibits at the California Academy. Mr. Carson assumes the position 
vacated last year by the untimely death of Cecil Tose. 

In his capacity at the Fort Worth Museum, Mr. Carson not only supervised 
the Department of Natural History, but was in charge also of the “live museum” 
and the Charlie M. Noble Planetarium. Mr. Carson is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Denver and holds a Master’s degree in anthropology from that institution. 


Books For BoTany 
AN ANONYMOUS GIFT OF $6,000 to establish a fund for the purchase of books has 
come to the Academy’s Department of Botany. Though the donor thus far 
wishes to don the cloak of anonymity, he (or she) has made it known that the 
gift is motivated by a desire for three things: (1) to establish a memorial for the 
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